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Introduction

Dear families...

| hope this newsletter finds you all safe and well.

1'd like to take this opportunity to thank allof you foryour calm and measured reaction to the awful
news of another lockdown. Luckily, we were in a position to act very quickly and children of key
workers and those requiring additional support were in schooland learning from Tuesday, and

remote learning for children based at home was able to commence on the same day.

Phone Calls home

Duringthe last school closure from March 2020, you will recall that teachers, teaching assistants and
pastoral staff regularly made phone callsto children athome. This enabled schoolstaff and children
to stay connected, discuss home-learning and check-in on a regular basis. Ourrevised remote/home
learning offer using the Microsoft Teams platform offers regular communication opportunities for
teaching staff with children and families through both the live sessions and chat function. For those
pupils engaging actively and regularlyinthe live lessons, the platform enables regulardirect
communication and connection with theirteacher without the need foraphone call. Participationin
Teams live lessons also offers an interactiveteaching and learning experience whichis moreinline
with whatthe children would receivein school, with teaching staff available for supportand
guidance.

When can | expecta phone call home?

Please expectaphone call home next week fromamember of our Pastoral Team if your child has
not been joining oractively participatinginlive sessions. We believe thatinvolvementinthese live
sessionsisreallyimportantto pupil wellbeing, developmentand learning at this challengingtime. A
member of our staff will be keen to check-in with you and your child and un-pick any difficulties you
are experiencing with accessingthe home-learning platform and activities. Children's home-learning
access will be regularly monitored by school staff, and we will continue to contact families by phone
throughoutJanuary and February if we are concerned about your child's lack of engagementin
home-learning.



This pandemiccontinuesto challengebutalso develop ourresilience, and we are all acutely aware
right now that difficulties can be overcome when we work together effectively. Pleaselet us help
youto ensure thatyour child benefits from the best possible home -learning experience they can
through this current closure, and theirmomentum and thirstforlearning fromthe Autumntermis
maintained. If you are experiencing difficulties with home-learning please make us aware as soon as
possible sothatwe can try and help you by contacting: enquiry@rednalhilljuniors.com or
07958485137 (office mobile)

If your child has beenidentified as requiring additional supportandis based at home, you should
expecttoreceive regular phone calls from school which will be made by the Pastoral Team.
Additional supportand provision forthose pupils with identified Special Educational Needs who are
based at home isalsobeingconsidered and developed at this time, and we will be in contact with
families about what this provision will look like as soon as possible.

Thisweek has been an incredibly different week and not one that we had fully anticipated atthe end
of the Autumn term. Following the Governments' announcement on Monday evening, we have
prepared and conducted ourvery first week of interactive online learning for pupils thatare at home
usingour online learning platform ‘Teams’. As aschool, we would like to pay huge thanks to all of
our families that have supported this new way of working and to pay a special thanks to all of our
wonderful pupils who have interacted and accessed theirlearning with positivity, dedication and
commitment. We could not be prouder of our pupils!

Our home learning team staff have also worked incredibly hard this week and have endeavoured to
provide all classes with online lessons, pre-recorded lessons and independent activities for pupils to
complete —all of whichare in line with the curriculum. They have all embraced this new and
challenging way of working with determination to ensure that pupils are accessing quality learning.
The feedback that we have had to date has been positiveand we have no doubt that this approach
to teachingyourchildren will go from strength to strength.

We are aware that in deliveringlessons in this new way, that there will be some challenges and
difficulties —particularly inthe firstinstance! Can we please ask foryoursupportin this and to ask
for your patience whilst we all work together as a teamto sort any issues that have occurred this
week. The world of technology is definitely powerfulin this current climate; but, as we know, it can
be problematic. Pleaserest assured that we are working hard to resolve any issues and can we ask
that any reoccurring problems that you have surrounding this are directed towards the school office.
The chat function on ‘Teams’ isa communication tool for the children tointeract with teachers. As
part of our policy, teachers are able to delete any comments from the chat if they are considered
inappropriate.

At thistime, we would really appreciate your views and feedback regarding the home learning offer.
Can you please complete the form below to help us gatherthese views. This will enable us to
continue torefine our provision. Please can these forms be completed and returned by 10am
Monday 11th.

Home Learning Offer Form



mailto:enquiry@rednalhilljuniors.com
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=s_lUN7U8lUadtJoVt5LtuzVarjOinCxGuKXzyQBD2nJUMEJPRTZJVk04NkFWQlg4UzVQVzJDNFJHWi4u

Did you know you can access Teams on an Xbox or PlayStation?

Xbox Guidance

Lo

Pluga keyboard into the Xbox USB slot
2. Goto ‘Mygamesand apps’
3. Find Microsoft Edge and select

4. LogintoTeamsusingthe webaddress https://teams.microsoft.com

5. Login usingyourTeamsaccount details
PlayStation Guidance
1. Findthe PlayStationinternetbrowsericon (Itis WWW with dots around it)
2. Pressthe PlayStationlogoonthe controller
3. Gotothe libraryandfind optionsforgamesand applications

4. Gointoapplicationsandyouwill findthe internet browser

v

Type https://teams.microsoft.com into the browserand login with youraccount details

The browser on both consoles can be used like any other menu or game: navigated around by using
the joystick, clickinglinks with the A button, and typingintext by usingthe on-screen keyboard.

But they become much more useful when akeyboard or mouse is pluggedinto the console, at which
pointthey’re almostindistinguishable from any other computer. Recent PlayStations and Xboxes
both have USB portsthat should be able to take any keyboard that would plugintoamore
traditional computer.

On both consoles, you should also be able to use a headset to chat, too. That can be pluggedin
through the controller, whichincludes a port at the bottom.

As you will know, school remains open for pupils of key workers and vulnerable pupils. These pupils
returnedto school on Tuesday and for the staff that are currentlyin school, it was an absol ute
pleasure tosee them. We really must recognise and praise the resilience and positivity of these
children—entering school on Tuesday morning, when things are different, was massively
challenging; however, they did so with excellent attitudes and smiles on theirfaces. They have
adaptedto, in some instances, new rooms and new faces very quickly and they have engagedin
lessons wonderfully. The work that they have already produced, injustaweek, isexemplary! Keep
up the excellent work!

Please doreadthe new and revised ‘Lockdown 3 - Parent Guidance’ for more information on the
organisation of the school day.



https://teams.microsoft.com/
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https://rednalhill.sites.schooljotter2.com/parents-information/coronavirus-information-page-2

We understand thatitis neverideal, tryingto work from home as well ashome-school. However,
the 'Pods' are growingand are neartwice the size they were at the start of the Spring 2020

lockdown. We already know this new variant of the virusis more transferrable, and ideally we
need to have minimum staff and childreninschool, to keep everyone safe.

The needto keep numbersinschool ata minimumis paramount when looking at the following
information:

e BorisJohnsonhasdescribed primary schools as ‘Vectors of transmission’.
e The ‘r’ rate for 5-9 year olds almost doubled in Birmingham from December 7th to the 27th.

¢ Inaninvestigation by the Times Educational Supplement (TES), fora period spanning from
the week ending 19th October to the week ending 20th November, Birmingham school staff
were found to be more thanthree times higherthanthe local average for COVID 19 positive
tests.

So please, when makingan application forakey worker place, can we requestthatyouonlydo soif

you absolutely need to. Please note, in orderto maintain our home learning provision, the pod
numbers andsizes are finite. Proof of Key Worker status will be required forany new applicant.

For the time beingto ensure the safety and welfare of staff, the officeis closed to visitors. We want

to communicate with parents as best as we can in this challenging time so can we please ask that the
majority of your conversations with school staff are viatelephone ore-mailto ensure safety.

There will be amember of staff on each playground every morning should you wish to speak to
someone directly. If you use this channel of communication can you please ensure you recognise
social distancing protocols. Office e-mail: enquiry@rednalhilljuniors.com Office mobile:
07958485137



Primary Assessment Changes

Year 6 SATs have been cancelled for the 2020-21 academicyear. They will be reinstated in 2021-22.

Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check (MTC) will not be statutory. Here at Rednal we have decided (if
it's still available) to take the optional testduringJune 2021, for more information click here



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/940842/2021_Information_for_parents_Multiplication_tables_check_Dec20_v1.pdf
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If you would like to contact us please see details below:
Rednal Hill Junior School

Irwin Avenue

Rednal, Birmingham, B458QY

Tel: 0121 453 2520 Mobile: 07958485137

enquiry@rednalhilljuniors.com.com

Visit us on the web at www.rednalhilljuniors.com.
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