
HomeTalk

To get HomeTalk emailed every week 

message bobhouse@dialogueworks.co.uk

Note to parents/carers and teachers
This pack contains links to external websites.  Whilst we take every care to make sure these are 
suitable, you may want to check the content before showing them to children.

Let’s talk about…

Home
compiled by Roger Sutcliffe, www.dialogueworks.co.uk

thoughtful conversations for families and schools
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V.S. Naipaul quote from https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/v_s_naipaul_475104
Wendell Holmes quote from https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/oliver_wendell_holmes_sr_108718
Margaret Mead quote from https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/margaret_mead_131889
Wendell Holmes photo: Armstrong & Co. (Boston, Mass.), Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons
V.S. Naipaul photo: DAEaton, Faizul Latif Chowdhury, CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons
Margaret Mead photo: Smithsonian Institution from United States, No restrictions, via Wikimedia Commons

Quotes about home

Margaret Mead
New York anthropologist

Oliver Wendell 
Holmes Sr

Boston poet

V. S. Naipaul
Trinidadian novelist
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Home is, I suppose just a 

child's idea.  A house at 

night, and a lamp in the 

house.  A place to feel safe.

One of  the oldest human 

needs is having someone 

to wonder where you are 

when you don't come 

home at night.

Where we love is 

home – home that 

our feet may leave, 

but not our hearts.

https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/v_s_naipaul_475104
https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/oliver_wendell_holmes_sr_108718
https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/margaret_mead_131889
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Oliver_Wendell_Holmes_Sr_c1879.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:VS_Naipaul_2016_Dhaka.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Margaret_Mead_(1901-1978).jpg
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Do you sometimes take your 

home for granted?  Can you 

imagine how you might feel if  it 

were destroyed in a disaster?

Caring thinking

If  you could design your own 

home, would it be different from 

how it is now?

Creative thinking

Why do the ideas of  ‘hometown’  

and ‘homeland’ mean so much to 

many people?

Collaborative thinking

Is it sensible to talk about planet 

Earth as our home?

Critical thinking

Thinking about home
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ZOOM (in/out)DIVIDE LISTEN/LOOK

CONNECTThink AHEAD Think BACK

What different 

sorts of  room are 

there in your 

home, and why?

When you visit other 

people’s homes, do you 

notice things that you’d 

like in your own home?

What do you 

like most in 

your own 

home?

Could you 

imagine living 

on another 

planet?

What things do 

animal homes and 

human homes have 

in common?

Imagine you won

the lottery…

Would you make 

any changes to 

your home?

What changes have there 

been to your home since you 

have been living there?
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To find out more about the Thinking Moves A-Z 

visit https://dialogueworks.co.uk/thinking-moves/

https://dialogueworks.co.uk/thinking-moves/
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Discussion suggestions (age 3 - 5)

https://youtu.be/OP3M95Soj00

Animal homes for kids by Wisdom Leap

Learning about the different sorts of  homes that 

animals have.

o Would you feel safe living in trees, like 

monkeys?

o Do you think monkeys or lions would feel at 

home in your house?

o Could lots of  humans live in one home, like 

ants?

o Do you think farm animals would rather live in 

wild places than in homes built by humans?

Talking Points

o Make up a conversation about homes between 

birds, horses and bees.

o Build a special home for your doll or your pet.

Activities
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Stimulus

https://youtu.be/OP3M95Soj00
https://youtu.be/OP3M95Soj00
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https://youtu.be/LwulbmQiQug

Animal Homes by Living Classroom 
Why do animals make homes?  How do they do it?  Can 

you find some animal homes yourself?

Vocabulary: A predator is an animal that hunts and eats 
other animals.

o Did you think of  humans as animals?  What is it 

about humans that makes us different from 

other animals?

o Can you remember the four reasons given why 

animals need homes?  Can you sign them?  Are 

some more important to you than others?

o What is ‘comfort’ and how important is it?

o Try an animal home scavenger hunt of  your 

own.  (Remember the three essential things!)

o Another essential thing was to ‘slow down’.  

Why is this good advice for scavenging?

Activities

Discussion suggestions (age 6 - 9)
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Talking Points

Paste stimulus picture here e.g. 
screengrab of video, or an image.

Videos: Make the image link to the video
AND include the link underneath

Images: Credit underneath

See Checklist for details

Stimulus

https://youtu.be/LwulbmQiQug
https://youtu.be/LwulbmQiQug
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https://youtu.be/VorENrY3rr4

No Place Like Home in New Zealand Sign 

Language by Tiki Taane

A celebration of  the beautiful islands of  New Zealand, 

and of  its people and languages.

Note: ‘Kaitiaki’ is a Maori word meaning carer, guardian, 
protector and conserver.

o In the 19th century people sailed from Europe to 

New Zealand to make a new home.  Can you 

imagine why, and what the adventure was like? 

o The people in the film seem very happy with 

their homeland.  Why do you think that might

be?

o If  you could choose any country to be your 

home, which one would you choose?

o Should we always welcome people into our

home or homeland?

o Design your perfect home or homeland.

Activity

Discussion suggestions (age 10+)

7

Talking PointsStimulus

Paste stimulus picture here e.g. 
screengrab of video, or an image.

Videos: Make the image link to the video
AND include the link underneath

Images: Credit underneath

See Checklist for details

https://youtu.be/VorENrY3rr4
https://youtu.be/VorENrY3rr4
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 More about HomeTalk, including previous editions

 Parent Talk Moves – tips for great conversations with your children

@dialoguewks

#P4C and #thinkingmoves

@dialoguewks

#P4C and #ThinkingMoves

To get HomeTalk emailed every week 

message bobhouse@dialogueworks.co.uk
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https://dialogueworks.co.uk/HomeTalk/
https://www.topsypage.com/blog/2020/4/3/parent-talk-moves
https://twitter.com/dialoguewks
https://www.instagram.com/dialoguewks/
https://www.instagram.com/dialoguewks/
mailto:bobhouse@dialogueworks.co.uk?subject=HomeTalk%20sign-up
https://twitter.com/dialoguewks
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o Introduces you to P4C Plus and builds your 

skills over the first year of  practice

o Equips you with a range of  skills to use in 

P4C inquiries and throughout the curriculum

o Includes premium resources and teacher 

guide

P4C Plus Foundation course (12hrs)

Teaching that puts more thinking into learning

o Shows you how Thinking Moves can enhance 

thinking in any subject, as well as in P4C 

inquiries

o Gives you practical guidance on how to 

embed Thinking Moves into learning

o Includes premium resources and handbook

Thinking Moves A – Z course (6hrs)

Making metacognition simple across the curriculum
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Both courses available online or face-to-face, for individuals or whole-school teams

See https://dialogueworks.co.uk/training/ for upcoming courses

Contact enquiries@dialogueworks.co.uk for bookings or more information

Training opportunities for teachers, support staff  
and parents

https://dialogueworks.co.uk/p4c-plus/
https://dialogueworks.co.uk/thinking-moves/
https://dialogueworks.co.uk/training/
mailto:enquiries@dialogueworks.co.uk

